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‘Patriots edge Steelers, but its a close call 


After report of harassment, 
Panthers owner to sell team 


STORIES IN SPORTS 
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Naval officer who lost job over 
anti-war sentiments reinstated 


By Courtney Mabeus | The Virginian-Pilot 


NAVY PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER who was investigated 
for hate group activity and separated from the service in 2009 
over anti-war statements has been reinstated to active duty, 
promoted, and given more than $666,000 in back pay. 

But that wasn’t enough, court documents reveal. 


Cmdr. John F. Sharpe, a for- 
mer lieutenant commander 
assigned to the aircraft carri- 
er Carl Vinson, was reinstat- 
ed to active duty in February 
2016 after the Board for Cor- 
rection of Naval Records ruled 
that the Navy erred in handling 
his case, according to person- 
nel records. 

The records — including the 
board’s review of the case 
— were made public as part 
of a 2015 lawsuit filed in the 
U.S. Court of Federal Claims. 
Sharpe returned to active duty 
in February 2017 and worked 
at the Navy Public Affairs Sup- 
port Element in Norfolk until 
April 6. Since May 30, he has 
reported to the Office of the 
Chief of Naval Information 
at the Pentagon, according to 
the Navy. Sharpe is a liaison 
at the Fort Meade, Md.-based 
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With tax bill 
finalized, 
GOP making 
its case 

to the public 


talking points 


Selling point With tax reductions 
for every income bracket, most 
Americans would see their 
overall tax burden reduced 
during the bill’s first few years. 


Drawbacks The bill eliminates a 
number of popular deductions 
and could lead to millions fewer 
people being insured. 


By Jeff Stein and Mike Debonis 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 
Republicans, confident 
they’ve found the votes to pass 
a massive tax overhaul, en- 
tered the next phase of their ef- 
fort Sunday, attempting to sell 
the plan to a public that polling 
suggests is deeply skeptical. 
GOP leaders argued that the 
tax bill - the final version of 
which was unveiled Friday 
-is aimed primarily at help- 
ing the middle class, brush- 
ing aside nonpartisan analyses 
that show the bulk of the legis- 
lation’s benefits would go to the 
wealthy and to corporations. 
“This is a very large tax 
cut for working families,” 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin told CNN. He said 
some upper-income families, 
particularly in blue states, 
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the discharge 


Cmdr. John F. Sharpe was investigated after the 
Southern Poverty Law Center named two groups that 
he was in antisemitic. Sharpe was discharged in 2007 
after interviews for a book condemning the Iraq war. 
The commanding officer of the USS Carl Vinson, to 
which Sharpe was assigned, said he undermined his 
role as a public affairs officer and discredited the Navy. 


the reinstatement 


Sharpe was reinstated in February after a Navy 
board ruled that the service erred in handling 
his case, finding that he was improperly denied 
his right to trial by court-martial. As a result, 
Sharpe was promoted to commander, and he 
received more than $666,000 in back pay and 
Norfolk-based housing allowances. 
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COURTESY OF OCEARCH 


Mary Lee, a 16-foot female great white shark, was captured and tagged in 2012 off Cape Cod, Mass. Her satellite tag hasn’t pinged since June. 


America’s most 
famous shark has 
gone silent. We 
may never hear 
from her again. 


By Lee Tolliver 
The Virginian-Pilot 


Where are you, Mary Lee? 

America’s most famous shark - a real one, at least — hasn’t 
been heard from since June. 

Her fans, especially the 129,000 who follow her on Twitter, 
are worried. Will they ever hear from the giant great white 
shark that quickly became the poster fish for Ocearch.org? 

“We just don’t know,” said Chris Fischer, founder of the or- 
ganization that catches, tags and tracks the travels of sev- 
eral species of shark, along with whale sharks and turtles. 
“Whether or not she ever pings again, Mary Lee will contin- 
ue to have a voice. 

“And we can celebrate how much she has done for sharks 
and the future. How can we ask anything more of Mary Lee?” 

Mary Lee could have been attacked by a pod of killer whales 
or caught by an angler, but those are slim possibilities. 

What’s more likely dead is the battery in her satellite tag, 
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EXODUS 


More people are 
moving out of Virginia 
than are moving in, 
report shows. 
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Sudden power 
outage brings 
Atlanta airport 
to a standstill 
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partly cloudy 


High: near 6O. 
Low: near 40. 
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Trump says he won't 
fire special counsel, 
but allies turning up 
volume on attacks 


President blasts Mueller after 
his team gets transition emails 


From wire reports 


President Donald Trump on Sunday 
sought to douse speculation that he may 
fire special counsel Robert Mueller amid 
an intensifying campaign by Trump al- 
lies to attack the wide-ranging Russia 
investigation as improper and political. 

Trump was asked Sunday whether he 
intended to fire Mueller. 

“No, I’m not,” he told journalists, insist- 
ing that there was “no collusion whatso- 
ever” between his campaign and Russia. 

The president’s comments came a day 
after alawyer representing Trump’s tran- 
sition team accused Mueller of wrong- 
fully obtaining thousands of emails sent 
and received by Trump officials before 
the start of his administration — a legal 
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